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stances of Russia and China on the concept of a multipolar world and regional risks for economic
activities, such as terrorism/armed conflicts, drug smuggling, and the low economic efficiency of BRI
investments.

In conclusion, given its comprehensive content and innovative perspective of understanding China’s
global ambition through its strategic ‘Eurasian Turn’, this book will be a helpful reference for students
and scholars studying international relations, especially with regard to China and Eurasia. It can also be
recommended to readers who are interested in China’s changing geopolitical strategies and its relations
with partners both near and far on the Eurasian continent.

XIAOGUANG WANG, Assistant Professor in International Relations, China University of Petroleum,
Beijing, People’s Republic of China. Email: wangxg@cup.edu.cn
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Denise Y. Ho, Curating Revolution. Politics on Display in Mao’s China. Cambridge & New York, NY:
Cambridge University Press, 2018, xvi + 308pp., £22.99 p/b.

CURATING REVOLUTION. POLITICS ON DISPLAY IN MAO’S CHINA ITSELF IS a carefully presented
exhibition of the making of China’s revolution through participatory propaganda under Mao Zedong.
The richness of detail and analytical rigour make this book an excellent contribution to our
knowledge about Mao’s China and thereby our understanding of contemporary China.

This book focuses on five themes. Chapter 2 serves as an introduction to the role of exhibitions and
the creation of revolutionary narratives in the legitimation of the Communist Party during the Mao era. In
China’s revolutionary culture, the narrating of revolution served a political purpose. This goal was
achieved through articulating the need for revolution, and providing specifications based on general
guidance made by political elites. This chapter discusses how curating activities, objects and
narratives, modelled on the revolutionary culture of the Mao era, have shaped the ways in which the
general public and foreign visitors have thought of revolution.

Chapter 3 focuses on how exhibitions changed people’s attitude towards religion. Advocating an
atheist worldview, the Communist Party created a dualism between science and superstition in an
attempt to ensure the loyalty of believers to the secular regime. Superstition was understood in
socialist terms: superstition was counter-revolutionary and served as a tool of class oppression.
Spreading knowledge about science was understood not only as a way to fight oppression but also to
promote communist ideology. The displays of the ‘scientific logic’ (p. 105) of previously mysterious
phenomena thus offered explanations of ‘supernatural’ events as part of class oppression, which
justified the need for a revolution. However, the line between religion and superstition was a fine
one. Some religious sites were only saved from destruction by being redefined as historical and
cultural sites that bore testimony to foreign imperialism (p. 109).

Chapter 4 examines how exhibitions were used in the Socialist Education Movement of 1962–1966,
which was a national campaign to educate the masses to understand the world in socialist terms. As a
‘heightened and intensified propaganda of class’, the Socialist Education Movement targeted both old
and new class enemies, using and reassigning labels such as ‘landlords’ and ‘capitalists’ (p. 144).
During the Mao era, yiku sitian, meaning ‘recalling bitterness and reflecting on sweetness’ (p. 16)
was practised. This chapter details how this practice became the ‘battlefields for propaganda’ (p. 144)
during the Socialist Education Movement. This kind of live exhibition included activities that were
rather characteristic of modern Chinese history: ‘Telling bitterness at large meetings, comparing past
and present by “settling accounts”, eating bitterness meals, and receiving propaganda through books,
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films, and exhibitions’ (p. 148). People also incorporated propaganda into their daily lives: as peasants
and workers, participation in labour itself was a form of propaganda; they also sang revolutionary songs,
celebrated revolutionary holidays, gathered to listen to the experience of oppression from proletariats,
and reflected on how life had changed under the new regime. These activities demonstrated how
propaganda dominated the lives of ordinary people and served to remind them of the benefit of the
new regime and thus ensure political conformity. Through these activities, people became live
teaching materials. The practices of participatory propaganda were almost routinised into a kind of
religious ritual, through which people changed the way they thought about the present and the past
and learned to see class in people and in things.

Chapter 5 focuses on how exhibitions and narrations served to justify revolution, in particular, the
Cultural Revolution and the Red Guard. Using the example of Guo Linshuang, the manager of the
Youg’an Department Store (later renamed ‘The East is Red’ Department Store), this chapter presents
in detail the struggle of a former capitalist during the Cultural Revolution. Representing the ‘old
society’, Guo was subject to political struggle, and was established as a ‘negative example’ whose
life was spared only for the purpose of class struggle (p. 181). Houses were searched and possessions
confiscated, which provided a rich source of ‘live teaching materials’ to display the achievements of
the Red Guard in crushing bourgeois remnants.

Chapter 6 provides a new angle in understanding the role of curating in the making of revolution:
while cultural relics were being destroyed in the campaign against the ‘Four Olds’ (old customs, old
culture, old habits and old ideas), ordinary people and staff at the Shanghai Museum made efforts to
rescue these relics by framing cultural relics in revolutionary terms—they framed cultural relics as
the ‘objects of criticism’ (p. 234) and justified the preservation of these cultural relics as ‘a mission
of the Cultural Revolution’ (p. 215). However, the distinction between the ‘Four Olds’ and cultural
relics was far from clear, resulting in the destruction of many invaluable objects.

This vivid depiction of the exhibitions and displays in Mao’s China, particularly during the Cultural
Revolution, demonstrated to what extent the regime and the people under this regime made revolution
part of daily life. While phrases such as ‘class struggle’, ‘class status’ and ‘class education’, ‘struggle
sessions’, and the ‘Four Olds’ are familiar to many China experts, a glossary might enhance the
appeal of this book to laypeople and scholars from other disciplines. Scholars and students interested
in modern Chinese history, propaganda and social movements would find this book particularly
helpful. Furthermore, the details of socialist transformation might provide some useful insights for
comparison with other post-socialist societies.

CHI ZHANG, Independent Scholar, People’s Republic of China. Email: zhangchilindsay@gmail.com
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Laszlo Ladany, The Communist Party of China and Marxism 1921–1985. A Self-Portrait. London: Hurst
& Company, 2018, xix + 598pp., £20.00 p/b.

VLADIMIR LENIN IS KNOWN TO HAVE SAID THAT ‘A COUNTRY IS CALLED Marxist, or Communist, if
the ruling elite is Marxist’ (p. 2). Laszlo Ladany’s book, in turn, seeks to answer two fundamental
questions: how did China become Marxist, and what has Marxism meant to China? Ladany analyses
the development of Marxism in China and of the Communist Party during 1921–1949, prior to
communists taking over the country, and the following years of communist rule up until 1985. A Jesuit
scholar who lived in Hong Kong during 1953–1982, Ladany claims to have based his book ‘entirely
on what the Communist Party has revealed about itself’, thus calling it ‘a self-portrait of Chinese

756 REVIEWS

mailto:zhangchilindsay@gmail.com

